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"Homelessness is about more than
rooflessness. A home is not just a physical
space: it provides roots, identity, security, a

sense of belonging and a place of emaotional
wellbeing.”
Crisis, 'About Homelessness', 2008.

Produced by the Statewide Children's Resource Program,
2019.

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, businesses, places, events, locales, and incidents are either the products of
the author's imagination or used in a fictitious manner. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or actual
events is purely coincidental. All images purchased via Shutterstock.com.
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Two years ago my life was
different. I+ was a bit sad.
I didn't have Ralph yet, for
one thing.

But also, Mum and I had

nowhere {o live.



It started when mum got a
letter, saying we had to leave
our house. Mum cried when she
read it.

We had 4o Pu'l- every+hin9 In

boxes.



Mum's friend Mandy said we
could stay at her house. Mandy

was nice, but T didn't like
staying at her house.

She had a daugh+er called Sam.
Sam called breakfast "brekkie",
and kept askin% "Why are you
staying at my house?"






Mum used to read me
stories, but all our books
were in boxes, so she just
read my readers from school.

I had {o sleep on +he couch.
I couldn't sleep until everyone
went o bed. The couch was
uncomfortable and squeaky.
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A few days later, Mum said I
had to change schools. She
{ook me +o the school Sam
went to.



I+ was hard at the new scheol.

Sam told everybody I slept on
her couch. Kids teased me

after that.
I didn't want go to school any

more.
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I just wanted evéy+hin9 to go

back +o nermal.



One clay we went 4o a Place
that helps people without
homes. I was a bit scared,

but Mum held my hand.

Inside +here was a big

couch wai'Hng room and a TV.
Some other people needed help
too. They looked worried,

but the staff were really nice.






Mum 4tried +o find a house for
us. She |ooked at lots of
places, but the real estate
agents kept saying 'no'.

One +ime we |ooked at a
house at night, it was a bit

scary.




We stayed at Mandy and
Sam's for a few weeks, +hen
we moved into a different
house.

Mum said John had helped
us get the house and we
would stay there for a little

while.

I had a room to myself.
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We stayed in that house for
more +han a schoo| $erm.

I had my birthday party
there.

Mum made a chocolate cake
with a strawberry on it.

My friends from my old
schoo| came over. We had

heaps of fun.
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"This is where we'll stay for a
long time, Charlie", said Mum.

Mandy and Sam helped us

movVve jn.

I helpecl cook dinner.
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Mum said Mandy and Sam

could stay over.

Sam said she was sorry for
telling the kids at school
‘hat I slep+ on +he couch.

I told Sam she had to sleep

on my couch.

Sam and I laughed se much
my cheeks hurt.



That night Mum read all my

favourite books o me.

"What would make this
house fee| like home o you,
Charlie?" Mum asked when
she turned out the ligfﬁ.

"Could T get a puppy*”
"What would you call it?"
"T like +he name Ralph'

"T do too!" Mum said,
,aughing.



A couple of weeks later, John
came to say goodbye. He

played basketball with me.
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"T'm sorry to say goodbye,
Charlie", he said, "but

I've lots of other families 4o
help, you and Mum are doing
fine."



I told John that I wanted fo
be like him when I grew up.

‘I thought you wanted to
play basketball?” he asked.

“‘Hmmm, maybe T can do

bothe”

John laughecl. "That's a 900c|
idea, Charlje!"



Since then things have been
great. I'm still at my
new schoo|, T have made lots

of friends, including Sam.
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T have new friends in the
neighbourhood and there's a
park around +he corner. We

can play basketball there too.



Everything is great, but...

I'm still not sure what I
want +o do when I{grow up,
but T've got lots of time to

work it out.

'm just happy that Mum,
Ralpi»

and I have a place $o

live.

The end



Children and homelessness

Australian Institute of Health and Welfare Specialist Homelessness Services Annual Report 2017-18

3 in every 10 people who were homeless in 2018 were
under 18

1in 6 people who were homeless in 2018
were under ten years old

3 in 9 children under 15 who were homeless
were not enrolled in school
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